The American “I am”: Paper 4
TUT 100-31 	Prof. Rodrigues [rodrigue8] 	 Writing Mentor Michael Cummings [cummings] 	Fall 2017

The Basics:
This 3-4 page paper is an opportunity for you to make thoughtful and creative connections between the texts we have read in class to call attention to an element of the American life story that has stood out to you.
This paper will build on the skills you have developed in papers 1 and 2. The difference is that instead of focusing on a single passage in a single text, you will analyze several passages across 2-3 texts and develop a thesis that makes a broader claim about American autobiography based on those texts. 
You must work with at least 2 two texts that we have read in class (exception: you may focus solely on Wright, treating the two parts as separate texts for comparison). You may work with a third text, either from our class or one that you have encountered outside of our class. I would recommend meeting with me to discuss your use of a source outside of class. You may not work closely with more than 3 texts--this would be setting yourself up for superficial analysis. 
You may use one of the approaches below or consult with me to propose your own.
Length: 3-4 pages (900-1200 words, excluding Works Cited), Times New Roman font, size 12, double spacing

Must have: 
· In-text snippet citations from the text, formatted in MLA style (8th Ed.) using parenthetical citations, and a Works Cited section 
· A title, and a heading including your name and the date
· Page numbers
· A file name that begins with your last name, e.g. Rodrigues-Tutorial-Paper-4.doc

Due dates for Paper 4:
· Data collection: relevant passages or snippet citations identified with notes about how you might analyze it or incorporate it into your paper, printed out, due at beginning of class, Tuesday, November 21
· One body paragraph, printed out, due at beginning of class, Tuesday, November 28
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Full draft, 3 copies printed out, due at the beginning of class, Thursday, November 30
· Final paper, emailed to Professor Rodrigues [rodrigue8] and Michael Cummings [cummings] by 5 pm on Monday, December 4

Suggested Approaches:

Keyword: In a similar fashion as the keyword essays we have read as outside critical sources in this class, propose a keyword for American autobiography based on your reading of 2-3 texts. How do the texts define it, implicitly or explicitly? Your essay will be slightly different in that you will not be summarizing a range of outside sources in order to propose a keyword that is relevant to all of American cultural studies. You will be proposing a keyword relevant specifically to the telling of the American life story as evidenced in 2-3 primary texts. To set yourself up for a strong thesis, try to think about either an expected keyword that you have a surprising take on, or a surprising keyword that you think most people would not expect to be relevant to American autobiography.

Comparison: How do these texts challenge each other’s telling of an American life story? Identify 2-3 texts that narrate a similar event, call on similar images, or address similar themes but do so in a strikingly different manner. What do these differences suggest about the definition of “American” and the narrative structure of the American life story? 

Reflection: Identify specific moments in 2-3 texts that have surprised you deeply. What were they, what specifically about them made you read and re-read them, why were they surprising, and what does your own surprise tell you about the assumptions you had attached to what it means to be “American”? How has your definition of “American” been changed? What do you think about different because of having read these texts closely? To set yourself up for a strong thesis, be rigorous in your reflection. While your first draft might revolve around a cliché of some kind, don’t stop there. Don’t settle for a trite response or something we would hear expect from an Upworthy video or anything along the lines of “and now I am a better person.” Keep going with your writing and analysis until you have reached something that is genuinely specific and memorable about your own experience of reading these texts. 

Creative: Write a 2-3 page autobiographical narrative. This should not attempt to narrate your entire life. It should focus on one or a few specific events and uncover specific and illuminating details about them. Then, write a 2 page analysis of how your narrative is influenced by, responds to, or compares to 1-2 of the texts we have read in class. How does your story re-tell the narrative milestones of those readings, or re-cast key images, ideas, or experiences? How is your story “American” or not?


Criteria for Evaluation
In addition to correct formatting, parenthetical citations, and a Works Cited page:

An adequate paper will have:
· Unique insight into the topic that is not clearly and compellingly stated in the thesis.
· Specific references to the text, but without well-developed analysis.
· Generalizations and impressions that are not rooted in analysis of specific words, images, or ideas in the text. 
· Grammatical and typographical errors that still allow you to get your point across.

A strong paper will also have:
· A clear, specific, and compelling thesis about the topic. 
· A confident focus on selected passages that you think are important and specific details of those passages that are relevant to your thesis. 
· Close, analytical attention to specific words, images, and ideas in the texts.
· Connections between ideas shared by the texts or our class that are strengthened by the analysis of specifics.
· A logical order of evidence and analysis. 
· Varied sentence structure and verb choice.
· Very few grammatical errors and typos.

A very strong paper will also have:
· A clear, specific thesis about the topic that is genuinely surprising yet also compelling.
· Consistent use of the active voice and verbs other than forms of “to be.”
· Strategic use of the first person. 
· A demonstrated awareness of ideas we have discussed in class (although not in service of generalization about the entire text). 
· No run-on sentences or comma splices, and very few to no typos.
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