The American “I am”: Paper 3: Engaging with Scholarship
TUT 100-31 	Prof. Rodrigues [rodrigue8] 	 Writing Mentor Michael Cummings [cummings] 	Fall 2017

The Basics:

Using research methods presented during our library session, you will locate a scholarly article that engages directly with one of the course texts we have worked with so far. This paper will be the culmination of an in-depth reading of that article. You will read it not just for comprehension but for understanding of the mechanics of scholarly argumentation that underlie it. Specifically, you will analyze the way it engages with outside sources as background, exhibit, argument, method and/or theory.

This paper should include:
· An opening paragraph that summarizes the author’s argument. 
· A second paragraph that analyzes the author’s engagement with other sources. Your analysis should use the BEAM/BEAT method presented in class.  
· [bookmark: _GoBack]A third paragraph that relates the author’s argument to your work in this class--one of your papers, blog posts, or discussion questions.

This is not a thesis-driven paper, but I will be looking for close attention to its use of outside sources and insightful engagement with the author’s argument. Try to focus on at least one specific sentence that made you think, unpacking the implications of its words just as you would in a literary close reading. 


Length: 1 pages (350-400 words, excluding Works Cited), Times New Roman font, size 12, double spacing

Must have: 
· At least one snippet citations from the text, formatted in MLA style (8th Ed.) using parenthetical citations, and a Works Cited section 
· A title, and a heading including your name and the date
· A file name that begins with your last name, e.g. Rodrigues-Tutorial-Paper-2.doc

The Goal: 
This paper is meant to give you a taste of doing academic research and engaging with secondary sources—what other scholars have said about the very same texts you have begun to analyze in this course. By looking closely at how a published scholar has used background, exhibit, argument, and method/theory in making their own arguments, you will begin to get a sense of the different types of information you will need to immerse yourself in as you continue to develop as a scholarly writer in whatever discipline you choose to major in.
 
Areas of focus:

· Demonstrate close attention not just to what the author says but also how they say it.
· Demonstrate close attention to the types of sources the author is using and how they are used.
· Eliminate the 9 Basic Writing Errors (BWEs). 
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