The American “I am”: Papers 2: Analysis through close reading	
TUT 100-31 	Prof. Rodrigues [rodrigue8] 	 Writing Mentor Michael Cummings [cummings] 	Fall 2017

The Basics:
For papers 1 & 2, you will choose a short passage of an assigned text for analysis, paying close attention to its language, structure, imagery, and thematic concepts. 

Paper 2: must be on a passage from part 1 of Wright

Length: 2 pages (650-750 words, excluding Works Cited), Times New Roman font, size 12, double spacing

Must have: 
· In-text snippet citations from the text, formatted in MLA style (8th Ed.) using parenthetical citations, and a Works Cited section 
· Full quotation of selected passage, or clear identification of it at the beginning of the paper
· A title, and a heading including your name and the date
· Page numbers
· A file name that begins with your last name, e.g. Rodrigues-Tutorial-Paper-1.doc

Due dates for Paper 2:
· Full rough draft, 3 copies printed out, due at the beginning of class, Tuesday, October 10
· Final paper, emailed to Professor Rodrigues [rodrigue8] and Michael Cummings [cummings] by 5 pm on Friday, October 13
· Meet with Prof. Rodrigues for comments & grade October 26 or 27
· Revision due by 5pm on Monday, November 6 

The Goal: 
Close reading is a method of analysis. It is often used by literary scholars and most often taught in English courses, but as a foundational practice of attention and thought, it is a widely transferable skill. 

The purpose of close reading is to train yourself to pay attention to specifics, ask yourself what they mean, and make a discovery about the meaning of the object in front of you. In this case, that object is a passage from one of our course texts. 

What makes this type of paper both difficult and useful is its open-endedness. You must rely on your own attention to details and your own rigorous interrogation of what those details mean.

Fig. 1: Close reading in a nutshell

object  observation  analysis ……  thesis (an interpretive argument)

For further suggestions on method, see the assignment sheet for Paper 1 (also posted on course website)

Areas of focus:

· Have a thesis. A thesis makes a point based on your reading of the text that is not a summary of it, not obvious to the casual reader, and not something that everyone would agree with immediately. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Develop your ideas through close analysis of language. When in doubt, spell it out: your reasoning is your evidence. Take a close look at how many ideas each paragraph introduces. It should develop one main point, usually with one or two specific references to the text and citations. If you are talking about more than one point, you likely aren’t developing your points fully.
· Focus on the passage. Resist the temptation to make an argument about the book or reading as a whole. Make an argument about this specific passage.
· Avoid generalization and summary. Assume your reader has read the same text you have. 
· Pro-tip: check the last paragraph of your first draft for a thesis. It is true for most writers that we don’t know what we are really thinking until we’ve written a complete draft. Try moving that last paragraph back to the beginning as a new introduction, and re-writing your paper from there.

Criteria for Evaluation
In addition to correct formatting, parenthetical citations, and a Works Cited page:

An adequate paper will have:
· Unique insight into the passage and text that is not clearly and compellingly stated in the thesis.
· Specific references to the passage, but without well-developed analysis.
· Generalizations and impressions that are not rooted in analysis of specific words, images, or ideas in the passage. 
· Grammatical and typographical errors that still allow you to get your point across.

A strong paper will also have:
· A clear, specific, and compelling thesis about a feature of the passage that catches your eye. 
· A confident focus on a passage that you think is important and specific details of the passage that are relevant to your thesis. 
· Close, analytical attention to specific words, images, and ideas in the selected passage.
· Connections to the larger text that are strengthened by the analysis of specifics.
· A logical order of evidence and analysis. 
· Varied sentence structure and verb choice.
· Very few grammatical errors and typos.

A very strong paper will also have:
· A clear, specific thesis about a feature of the passage that is genuinely surprising yet also compelling.
· Consistent use of the active voice and verbs other than forms of “to be.”
· Strategic use of the first person. 
· A demonstrated awareness of ideas we have discussed in class (although not in service of generalization about the entire text). 
· No run-on sentences or comma splices, and very few to no typos.
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