The American “I am”: Papers 2: Analysis through close reading	
TUT 100-31 	Prof. Rodrigues [rodrigue8] 	 Writing Mentor Michael Cummings [cummings] 	Fall 2017

The Basics:
Select and define a keyword for your studies so far at Grinnell. To do this, you will:
· Work in pairs & one group of 3. Groups will be asked to evaluate each other’s contributions. 
· Present in class, 10-15 minutes.
· Use a visual presentation aid (Powerpoint, Google Slides, Prezi, etc.).
· Include at least 3 usage examples (cited): where have you encountered this word?
· Include at least 3 definitional sources (cited): who else has defined this word & how have they defined it?
· Include analysis of significance in multiple contexts–why did this word stand out to you? Why is it important? What do you understand about it now that you didn’t before this term? Do you have anything to add to its standard definition? Use concise personal narratives of discovery and/or confusion as the backbone of reflection.
· Create a short summary or handout, to be posted on course website.
Preparation benchmarks:
· Come to library session with one or two potential keywords in mind: Tuesday, October 3
· Participate in partner/group formation activity in class on Thursday, October 12.
· Meet outside of class as a pair/group by Tuesday, October 24. Email a one-paragraph proposal to Prof. Rodrigues as the outcome of this meeting.
· Meet with Michael at least one week before your scheduled presentation to do a dry run.
· Presentations will take place in class during the final week of the course.

The Goal: 
In this course, we’ve used the idea of the keyword to orient ourselves to the broader meaning of and scholarly debates around our primary texts.  

For this capstone project, I’m inviting you to propose your own keywords for your studies and/or broader experience so far here at Grinnell. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]You can be as literal or creative about this as you are inspired to be. You could pick a word that has recurred in your classes (e.g. liberalism, dialectic, something to do with math). You could pick a word that has recurred in this class. You could pick a word that is relevant to future work interests. You could pick a word that has recurred in contexts outside of the classroom. NB: humor can be a great presentation tool, but keep in mind this is an academic assignment. 

The emphasis is on the presentation elements: delivery, use of visuals, and content. You and your partner/group should have prepared and practiced a set of points you want to make to argue for the meaning and significance of your keyword.

Criteria for Evaluation
In addition to meeting the basic requirements for source integration and citation, a visual element, and handout:

An adequate presentation will:
· Express unique insight into a relevant keyword.
· Specific references to its usage and definitions, but without well-developed analysis.
· Generalizations and impressions that are not rooted in analysis of specific usage examples. 
· Lack of clarity about what points are being made and who is doing what part of the presentation.
· Be too short or too long.

A strong presentation will:
· A clear, specific, and compelling definition of a relevant keyword. 
· Close, analytical attention to specific usages.
· Connections across courses, disciplines, or contexts.
· A rehearsed and organized role for each presenter. 
· Be within the time limit by a minute.

A very strong presentation will:
· A clear, specific, and surprising yet compelling choice of keyword or definition of keyword.
· Be polished: little to no rambling, confident projection, no apologies, intermittent eye contact and engagement with audience.
· Go beyond the perfunctory in selection of keyword and usage by thoughtfully selected a keyword that both/all group members are excited to think about and share.
· Have a thoughtful handout with few to no typos.
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